
May 2021 Family Newsletter
Director’s Letter

Dear Families,

Happy May!  It has been
delightful for students to have
more time outside during this
month. Recess, physical
education classes, and most
recently picnic lunches have
allowed our students to enjoy
the great outdoors.  Many
teachers have taken students
out for walks or have had some
class time on our school
property.  We are grateful for
the sunshine and lots of space
to roam!

This month, we welcomed new students to our school via
Zoom. We look forward to continuing these connections
and watching them grow.

Riding Bikes
We are happy that many students have been able to ride
their bikes to school.  New Century School, Verona Area
International School, and Sugar Creek Elementary share one
large school grounds and have the exact same school hours.
We have worked together to create simple guidelines for all
our students to follow.

Wheels on School Grounds - Rules for NCS, VAIS and SC:
● Bicycles, skateboards, scooters and other wheels

must be walked on sidewalks when walkers are
present.

● Bicycles must be parked in a bicycle rack.
● Bicycles must obey all traffic and public safety

rules.

Report Cards & Assessments

Report cards will be mailed home to families in mid June.
In past years, report cards went home on the last day of
school.

STAR assessment results will be mailed home with the
report cards. Our K-5 students take the STAR assessment to
determine growth in reading and math. The results are used
by teachers to guide instruction.

STAMP assessment results, which measures our students
progress with Mandarin language learning, will also be sent
home with the report cards. Our 1st and 2nd grade students
take the speaking, listening, and reading portions of this
assessment.  Our 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students take the
speaking, listening, reading, and writing portions of this
assessment. Details will be shared with your child's results.

Our 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students who are in person
have completed the FORWARD Exam. The results for
individual students will be mailed home by the district
sometime this summer.

Please enjoy this May newsletter packed with information
regarding the end of the school year. Thank you everyone,
and enjoy these final days of the school year!

Fondly,
Ann Princl, VAIS Director
princla@verona.k12.wi.us
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Who’s Who?
Mystery Staff & Student

How well do you know our VAIS community? This month’s
mystery staff member’s first and only pet was a lizard
named Freddy, is one of nine siblings, and lived in Spain for
about three years. This month’s mystery student lost their
first tooth right after they turned 4 years old, has been to
Six Flags Great America and ridden on roller coasters, and
loves building Star Wars Legos. Answers can be found on
page 5 of the newsletter.

$weet $ucce$$

Many thanks to
all the Jedis who
stopped by
Chocolate
Shoppe -
Fitchburg on May
4 to support our
fundraising
efforts. We
helped generate
$1578.05 in total
sales, with 20%

coming back to VAIS for a total of $315.61. Owner Andy
Lanz generously rounded our donation amount to $350, and
we had a day-of-event cash contribution of $25, so the total
amount raised was $375. Special thanks to everyone who
joined the fun at McKee Farms Park including several VAIS
staff members and crowd favorite Baby Skye Huang. It was
so wonderful to finally see everyone’s masked faces after
over a year of no in-person events!

Fourth grader Mairin
Grady gives a thumbs up
to her Zanzibar Mint ice

cream selection.

2nd grader Sammy Schroeder and older brother
Tommy kicked off the start of the May the Fourth

Fundraiser at Chocolate Shoppe - Fitchburg.

5th grader Addy Roltgen and 3rd grader Stella Roltgen
hand out May the Fourth to-go craft bags featuring
Star Wars stickers and Yoda ears headband supplies.

Celebrity sighting! VAIS Substitute Teacher Ms. Buehler
and K-1 English Teacher Ms. Johnson stopped by for an
ice cream treat prior to heading to McKee Farms Park.



Let’s Celebrate the
VAIS 5th Grade Graduates!

Tuesday, June 8
4 - 7 p.m.

McKee Farms Park, Kids Crossing Shelter
Individually wrapped snacks or treats are welcome.

Bring lawn games, balls, or other outdoor items.

Excellence in Chinese Learning Awards

VAIS students Ashley Kei Tan
(left) and Adelline Roltgen
(below) were nominated by
their Chinese language
instructor, Ms. Reiter, for the
Excellence in Chinese Learning
Award. Both nominated
students received this award
in recognition of their
outstanding participation as
well as their commitment and
dedication to Chinese
language learning.

According to Ms. Reiter,

fourth grader Ashley sets

personal goals of high

academic achievement

without compromise. She

also cares about others and

reaches out to her

classmates who need help.

Fifth grader Addy has an

outstanding work ethic and

inquisitive nature, which

has contributed to her

pursuit of excellence.

You can read more in the Verona Press article featuring

Ashley’s and Addy’s accomplishments!

Incoming kindergarteners Eris Haun and Nigel Mueller show
off their May the Fourth spirit with Yoda ears headbands.

https://www.unifiednewsgroup.com/verona_press/schools/two-vais-students-win-chinese-language-excellence-awards/article_a2fb82f2-b962-55b8-91fa-7b71c9f54bde.html


VAIS Governance Council Updates

Here are some important updates
from the May 10, 2021
Governance Council Meeting:

● We are looking for members of our community to
take part in important roles on the Governance
Council. Watch for emails with more information

● There was a fun orientation for incoming
kindergarteners and 1st graders May 5.

● Assessments for the year are either completed or
will be completed soon, and results will be shared
with parents as they are received; STAR assessing
reading, language arts, and math will be shared
after the end of the school year.  STAMP and
FORWARD exams take more time.

● Katie Fischer, school psychologist, will be leaving
VAIS at the end of the school year and moving for
family reasons. The school is currently looking for a
replacement for next year.

● Planning for 5th grade and kindergarten
graduations is going on right now.

● On June 4, 5th graders will take a trip to Harriet
Park with New Century School 5th graders to
celebrate the end of the year.

● The FUNdraising Committee is doing a great job
during a challenging school year and plans to host
an online auction near the end of the year.

● The Parent Engagement Committee is organizing a
mentorship program for new parents.

APIDA Book Project

In response to ongoing violence and acts of racism against
people of Asian descent in the United States, Librarian
Andrea Frey and Substitute Teacher Rhiannon Buehler
collaborated with VAIS staff on an Asian Pacific Islander Desi
American (APIDA) book inclusion project to promote
messages of love, anti-racism, and understanding. Ms.

Buehler noted, “It took a village to get this going and
inclusion projects are really always ongoing, so this project
continues!”

The team worked together to create a list of important
people of Asian descent, looking specifically for books
relevant for K-5th graders, and began ordering these
biographies over the past few weeks. The next steps of this
project are to gather old road maps and atlases to continue
decorating the new world library nook in the library and to
create a resource list of the biographies so that the books
can be easily pulled and found.

YOUR child can participate in many ways including the
following:

● Stop by the special APIDA library bulletin board
and display and check out any of the books.

● If you're working on a biography assignment,
choose to study someone of Asian descent.

● Let us know what people/countries we may be
missing from the continent of Asia--this is just a
start, and Mrs. Frey can look into purchasing
them.

● Share messages, quotes, lyrics, letters, art of
hope, unity, love, and respect from you and your
students, and we will post them around the
bulletin and book display.

● Other ideas? Please contact Ms. Buehler at
buehlerr@verona.k12.wi.us
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Teacher Appreciation

Note of Thanks

From the VAIS Staff: Thank you so much for organizing such

a wonderful and tasty lunch! Thank you  to the VAIS families

for all the extra touches: tea, soda, sparkling water,

succulent plants, chalk the walk inspirational notes, and the

Secret Sisters Sign that greeted the entire VAIS/NCS staff on

Tuesday and Wednesday. Wow, the VAIS parents sure let

everyone know that our staff is appreciated!

Who’s Who? Answer
The answer to this month’s mystery staff member and
student is VAIS Substitute Teacher Ms. Rhiannon Buehler
and kindergartener Cameron (Cam) Hosseini. Watch for the
next round of Who’s Who? in the June 2021 Family
Newsletter!


